
Our President’s Message

Dear Club Members,
 What to write about for the President’s newsletter can be challenging. So I chose to write a bit 

about myself. Hopefully after reading this newsletter you will still allow me to be your president! 
 I was born in Boston, August 31, 1954, when hurricane Carol hit Massachusetts and 

Connecticut. My mom said most of the women in the maternity ward named their daughters Carol. 
My parents named me Wendy after the character Wendy in the book Peter Pan. Disney released 
the movie Peter Pan in 1953. I am the oldest of four children and I was raised by a single mom. I 
was blessed to inherit money from my Great Aunt in Massachusetts. This inheritance allowed me to 
attend college where I graduated from the University of Iowa. I marched for the Hawkeyes in their 
first ever flag squad. Back then the Hawkeye football team rarely won a game! 
 Bruce and I have been married close to 38 years. We married on Valentine’s Day because I had 

that weekend off. But it sure makes it easy to remember our anniversary date! We have a daughter 
and a son, five grandchildren with a sixth grandchild due on December 26th . We are thrilled that our 
children and grandchildren now live in Iowa. Our son, his wife and their three children with one on 
the way, just moved to Marshalltown, Iowa from Baku, Azerbaijan. They lived in Baku for four years. 
Our daughter lives even closer than Marshalltown. She and her four-year-old son and 20-month-old 
daughter live in the upstairs of our home. Her divorce is an unfortunate situation but Bruce and I love 
being such a huge part of our daughter and her children’s lives.  

Enough about me. I am looking forward to this Club year with all of our Department programs 
and Club paid programs. Thank you Des Moines Women’s Club members for allowing me to be your 
President. It is such an honor. 

Wendy 
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SAVE THE DATE
Home for the Holidays

DMWC President Wendy Roberts welcomes all members and guests to the Sherman Family Home 
for a festive, entertaining luncheon.

Tables will feature beautiful table settingsprovided by our members.
Please join us for live seasonal music, games, and FABULOUS prizes!

Invitations and tickets will be published soon.
Contact Chris Foss, event chair, with interest or questions—515-326-2698 or cfoss48@gmail.com.

In Loving Memory

This summer the Des Moines Women’s 
Club and Hoyt Sherman Place lost a 
wonderful friend.  Anna Belle Wonders 
spent much of her adult life involved 
with the Des Moines Women’s Club as 
an active member and held many 
offices and served on many 
committees.  She also was director of 

Hoyt Sherman Place for over 20 years.  Her love of this 
beautiful building was evident to all.  She knew history of 
the Sherman family, the home, and the Club better than 
anyone else.  She loved to share her stories with every-
one.  She welcomed everyone into the building as if she 
was inviting you into her own home and treated you as a 
special guest.  

We will feel Anna Belle’s presence as we walk the 
rooms of Hoyt Sherman Place and remember her stories 
and her devotion.  She will be missed.

The picture shows an antique couch that belonged 
to Anna Belle.  Two of her closest friends, 

Leona Knorr and Marge Langbehn are 
enjoying the couch in its new home in the Box 
Office Lobby of Hoyt Sherman Place.

On February 16, 1933, Major S.H.M. 
Byers wrote a poem called a kindly man.  It 
was the last poem he wrote.   It made me think 
of Anna Belle.  If I may change just the last line  
of the last few lines of his poem.

Yet of my presence you will be aware,
Deep in your soul here’s something speaks of me
And in that moment you will know I’m there.
Just think of me when I have had my day,
And go right on and do the best you can,
And with the roses that you give me say:
I knew her well—she was a kindly woman.



Cards Sent and Calls Made
CALENDAR

DES MOINES WOMEN’S CLUB
www.desmoineswomensclub.org

515-244-0507
2017-2018 CLUB OFFICERS: 

President ..................  Wendy Roberts 319-850-2430
President Elect .................  Jean Shires 515-255-7828
Communications V Pres ...  Judy German 515-967-5061
Fundraising V Pres ...........  Liz Teufel  515-418-6136
Membership V Pres ..........  Maureen Fialkov 515-225-6861
Recording Secretary .........  Carol Corrigan 515-225-6121
Corresponding Secretary .  Bev Watts 515-270-6828
Treasurer ...........................  Michelle Clark 515-262-8883
Past President ..................  Rosemary Hillman 515-287-4064
Parliamentarian .................  Jayne Sullivan 515-225-3382

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ............................................. Term Ends
Ellen Elliott ............................................................................ 2021
Chris Foss............................................................................. 2020
Pat Henson ........................................................................... 2020
Ginny Livingstone ................................................................. 2019
Malka Naggar ....................................................................... 2020
Joyce Perkins ....................................................................... 2019
Sheila Sapienza .................................................................... 2021
Linda Thomas ....................................................................... 2019
Joann McCracken-Young ..................................................... 2021

October 3 
  1:00pm  Premier Day in the Theater
  “Hollywood Meets Broadway” 
October 10 
  11:00am History & Travel
  Ever wonder what it is really like running 
a Scottish Pub?  Sheila Bingaman and her late husband, 
Chuck Perkins, did just that.  They bought a 200 year 
old village pub in Scotland, complete with its two ghosts 
and a host of living characters.  Sheila will tell you the 
tales of life as a pub owner.

  Noon Luncheon
  1:00pm Drama
  A panel of artistic/administrative direc-
tors of theaters in and around Des Moines area who will 
discuss their new season and productions.  They will 
answer questions and bring brochures for our perusal. 

October 17 
  11:00am President’s Program
  Days for Girls. Can you imagine not 
being permitted to attend school one week each month 
because of your menstrual cycle?! Come learn how one 
women’s vision and persistence moved women from the 
Des Moines area and internationally to help change the 
lives of young girls in developing countries. 

  Noon Luncheon
  1:00pm Literature
  Laura Sauser, community manager, at 
the Urbandale Public Library, will talk about The Great 
American Read, and how you can participate in this 
reading adventure! Be prepared to suggest your favorite 
book for the all-club read. 

October 24 
  11:00am Art
  Come hear the story of the new Kum & 
Go headquarters building, designed by world renowned 
architect Renzo Piano.  Program presented by Michele 
Slawson, Financial Systems Analyst at Kum & Go.

  Noon Luncheon 
  1:00pm Life/Style
  Carol McGarvey loves to tell people’s 
stories, and her career as a feature writer at The Des 
Moines Register for 33 years.  Later she was a freelance 
writer for a number of magazines and books at Meredith 
Corp.  For the past 16 years, she has written home, food 
and landscape stories for Welcome Home Des Moines 

Sympathy   
Robert Warren
Ruth Wright Family
Thinking of You Jan Burns
Get Well    Michelle Clark
Please call Bev Watts, Corresponding 
Secretary at 270-6828, if you 
know a member:
• who has been ill
• whose spouse has been ill
• who has received an honor or recognition; or
• who has experienced the death of a family   
 member.
Thanks for your help in this regard.

Black Cabinet
Ruth Hindal will be decorating the Black Cabinet in 
October with her Halloween collection.  It should be 
Boo-tiful.
Leona Knorr will have her collection of gingerbread 
items during the month of November.  It will put you 
in the Thanksgiving mood and dream of those ginger-
bread cookies.

magazine.  Carol will share some interesting and fun 
stories about writing those pieces.

October 31 
  11:00am Meet the New Membership

  Noon Luncheon
  1:00pm Antiques and Treasurers
  Gerald Jewett and his daughter, Jennifer 
Jewett Dilley will share their experiences in writing as they 
outline the escapades of a boy in 1920-1930 Des Moines.  
Best known for his family business, Jewett Lumber, it is 
his love of automobiles, airplanes, Okoboji, and a good 
time that will keep your interest.  You may want to read his 
book “Here’s To it,” before the meeting.
 
November 7 
  11:00am President’s Program
  Giving 2.0--Have you got questions about 
your charitable donations?  Representatives from the 
Des Moines Community Foundation will share ideas about 
charitable giving in the era of changed tax laws, required 
minimum distributions (RMDs), Endow Iowa tax credits, 
and donor directed funds.

  Noon Luncheon
  1:00pm Music
Michael Egel, General and Artistic Director of the DM 
Metro Opera, will bring singers and a vido presentation to 
tell us about DMMO, and the opportunities it offers young 
singers.

November 14 
  11:00am Literature
  Poetry Slam/Read.  Pull out a favorite poem 
or an original composition to share.  Choose to read your 
poem or a committee member will read it for you.  
Contact Dale Lewis @ elledale83@gmail.com to be part of 
the program.

  Noon Luncheon
  Thanksgiving is a time to be grateful.  
Our President will pay tribute to the leaders of our Club 
during an extended luncheon.

  1:20pm Club Event
Toot and Squeeze musicians Abe Goldstein 
 

November 21 No Club   Happy Thanksgiving
November 28 
  11:00am Public Affairs
  Rabbi David Kaufman of Temple B’nai 
Jeshurau, will speak on “Understanding the Middle East” 
with an explanation of which countries are aligned, the 
importance of Syria, and why the U.S. is there.

  Noon Luncheon
  1:00pm Drama
  Cheryl Mullenbach is an author of books 
for young people and young adults, and a columnist 
whose articles appear every Saturday morning.  
Cheryl will speak to us about Iowa’s Misbehaving 
Women.

Meet The Staff
Evan Fischer has been an 
Event Coordinator of 
Hoyt Sherman Place for two 
years and could not be
happier. An avid live 
music fan and entertainment 
based event lover, this position has been the perfect fit
for him. Knowing since high school that the entertainment 
industry was for him, his journey and his
experiences have led him to the position that he now has 
with Hoyt Sherman Place. An Altoona native, he
graduated from Central College in 2016 with a major in 
Business Management with a Marketing
emphasis and a minor in Sociology. While at Central, he 
was part of both auditioned choirs on campus, a
member of the Campus Activities Board and vice presi-
dent of the Central College Dutch Brigade, the
school’s student run spirit group. Currently, he lives in 
Ankeny with a friend from college and strives to
give back to the community that raised him. His family and 
friends are still the most important part of his
life and spends as much time as he can with them.

We bid a sad farewell to four members of our club 
the past two months.

Harriett Morse 7-12-2018  
Harriet was a member of DMWC since 1969

Donelle Leary 7-13-2018
Anna Belle Wonders 7-19-2018  

Anna Belle was a member since 1963
Shari Markmann 8-27-2018

Mary Helen Morling  9-7-2018 
 Mary Helen was a members since 1979

Janice West     9-14-2018, 
Janice was a member from 2012-2015.

Rides Needed
We have several members who need rides to club.  If 
you can help, please let the office know.  Also, if you 
need a ride, notify the office.  These are the members 
who need rides:
 Caroline Barzen - Calvin Manor
 Mary Vasey - Scottish Rite Park
 Jan Burns – Deerfield

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE FOR INFORMATION

November 10, is the deadline for the November/December Newsletter

Please send information to Jane Bowlin  janemarie1964@gmail.com or 515-577-8155


